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THE CITY OF WINNIPEG 
 

DERELICT VEHICLES BY-LAW 
NO. 460/73 

 
A By-law of THE CITY OF WINNIPEG 
authorizing the removal of derelict vehicles 
from private property. 

 
 
WHEREAS under section 426 of The City of Winnipeg Act, The City of Winnipeg may pass by-laws 
respecting the removal of derelict vehicles from private property; 

amended 6595/95 
 
AND WHEREAS it is the intention of The City of Winnipeg to assist citizens in undertaking the 
overall improvement and maintenance of a healthful and beneficial community environment; 
 
AND WHEREAS derelict vehicles tend to interfere with the enjoyment of property, reduce the 
value of private property, invite plundering, create fire hazards, extend and aggravate urban blight, 
and result in a serious hazard to the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, welfare and 
happiness of the residents of The City of Winnipeg; 
 
NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WINNIPEG, in Council assembled, enacts  
 
 
1. In this By-law 

amended 6595/95 
 
"derelict vehicle" means an object which is not a new and unused vehicle, and 
 

(i) is not in operating condition; and 
 

(ii) does not have attached thereto, and exposed thereon, one or more 
number plates issued under The Highway Traffic Act for the current 
registration year under the Act; and 
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(iii) is kept in the open; and 
 

(iv) the owner thereof either has abandoned or is keeping primarily for 
the purposes of salvaging or selling parts therefrom, or for the 
eventual sale thereof as scrap metal; 

 
and a derelict vehicle also includes the body or chassis of a used motor 
vehicle all or some of the parts of which have been removed, and to which 
clauses (ii), (iii) and (iv) apply, 

 
“inspector” means 
 

(i) a public health inspector appointed under The Department of Health 
Act or The Public Health Act; or 

 
(ii) the Director of Planning, Property and Development or any person 

authorized by the said Director to exercise some or all of the powers 
vested in the Director by this By-law; 
added 7609/2000  

 
"private property" means any privately owned parcel of land within the 
boundaries of The City of Winnipeg, except 

amended 6595/95 
 

(a) a property which is licensed under The City of Winnipeg Licence By-
law as a scrap metal yard or a used material yard; or 
amended 6595/95 

 
(b) a property where derelict vehicles are kept in connection with a 

lawful business which is  operated in accordance with the applicable 
land use controls and licensed by The City of Winnipeg. 
amended 6595/95 
 

Note: Subsection 426(2) of The City of Winnipeg Act provides that unless the owner of a vehicle 
establishes the contrary to the satisfaction of the city or to the court if the matter is before a 
court, an object shall be deemed to have been abandoned within the definition of derelict 
vehicle if, for a period of at least one month, 

amended 6595/95 
 

(a) it has been left in the open; and 
amended 6595/95 

 
(b) in the opinion of the city or the court, it has been deserted. 

amended 6595/95 
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2. No person shall park, store, leave or permit the parking, storing, or leaving of any derelict 
vehicle upon any private property.  The presence of a derelict vehicle on private property is hereby 
declared a public nuisance which may be abated as such in accordance with the provisions of this 
By-law. 
 
 
3. Whenever it comes to the attention of an Inspector that any nuisance as mentioned in 
section 2 of this By-law exists in The City of Winnipeg a notice in writing shall be served upon the 
occupant of the land where the nuisance exists, or in the case there is no such occupant, then upon 
the owner of the property or his agent, notifying them of the existence of the nuisance and 
requesting its removal in the time specified in this By-law. 

amended 7609/2000 
 
 
4. Upon proper notice and opportunity to be heard, the owner of the derelict vehicle and the 
owner or occupant of the private property on which the same is located, either or all of them, shall 
be responsible for its removal. 
 
 
5. An Inspector shall give notice of removal to the owner or occupant of the private property 
where it is located, at least one month before the  time of compliance.  It shall constitute sufficient 
notice, when a copy of same is posted in a conspicuous place upon the private property on which 
the derelict vehicle is located and duplicate copies are sent by registered mail to the owner or 
occupant of the property at his or her last known address. 

amended 7609/2000 
 
 
6. The notice shall contain the request for removal within the time specified in the by-law, and 
the notice shall advise that upon failure to comply with the notice to remove, the City of its 
designee shall undertake such removal.  The notice shall also contain particulars of procedure by 
which such persons may request a formal hearing for the purpose of defending the charges before 
the Community Committee for the Community in which the derelict vehicle is located within the one 
month period of compliance prescribed in section 5. 
 
 
7. The hearing shall be held as soon as practicable after the filing of the request and the 
persons to whom the notices are directed shall be advised of the time and place of said hearing at 
least five (5) days in advance thereof.  At any such hearing the City and the persons to whom the 
notices have been directed may introduce such witnesses and evidence as either party deems 
necessary. 
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8. If the violation described in the notice has not been remedied within the one month period 
of compliance, or in the event that a notice requesting a hearing is timely filed, a hearing is had, 
and the existence of the violation is affirmed by the Community Committee, the Chief of Police or 
his designee shall have the right to take possession of the derelict vehicle and remove it from the 
premises.  It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or refuse to allow such 
person or persons to enter upon private property for the purpose of removing a vehicle under the 
provisions of this By-law. 
 
 
9. Within seventy-two (72) hours of the removal of such a derelict vehicle, the Chief of Police 
shall give notice to the registered owner of the derelict vehicle, if known, that said vehicle, or 
vehicles, has been impounded and stored for violation of this By-Law.  The notice shall give the 
location of where the vehicle or vehicles, is stored. 
 
 
10. Upon removing a derelict vehicle under the provisions of section 8, the City shall after ten 
(10) days cause it to be appraised.  If the vehicle is appraised at Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00) or 
less, the Chief of Police shall execute an affidavit so attesting and describing the vehicle, including 
the registration number, if any, and stating location and appraised value of the vehicle.  The Chief 
of Police, after complying with the above, may summarily dispose of the vehicle and execute a 
certificate of sale.  If the vehicle is appraised at over Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00), the Chief of 
Police shall give notice of public sale not less than three (3) days before the date of the proposed 
sale. 
 
 
11. The notice of sale shall state: 
 

(a) The sale is of abandoned property in the possession of The City; 
 
(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, model, registration number if 

discernable and any other information which will accurately identify the 
derelict vehicle; 

 
(c) The terms of the sale; 

 
(d) The date, time and place of the sale 
 

 
12. The derelict vehicle shall be sold to the highest and best bidder.  At the time of payment of 
the purchase price, the Chief of Police shall execute a certificate of sale in duplicate, the original of 
which is to be given to the purchaser, and the copy thereof to be filed with the City Clerk.  Should 
the sale for any reason be invalid, The City's liability shall be limited to the return of the purchase 
price. 
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13. The owner of any vehicle seized under the provisions of this By-law may redeem such 
vehicle at any time after its removal but prior to the sale or destruction thereof upon proof of 
ownership and payment to The City of Winnipeg of such sum as may be determined and fixed for 
the actual and reasonable expense of removal, and any preliminary sale advertising expenses, not 
to exceed Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) plus a sum not to exceed Three Dollars ($3.00) per day for 
storage of each vehicle redeemed. 
 
 
14. Any person found guilty of violating the provisions of this By-law shall be liable to a fine of 
not more than Twenty Dollars ($20.00) and shall be guilty of a separate offence for each day on 
which the violation continues. 
 
 
DONE AND PASSED in Council assembled, this 5th day of September, 1973. 
 
 


