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EXECUTIVE POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Minute No. 29 
Councillor Eadie stated that a couple of homes on Disraeli Street are in bad disrepair as a result 
of the construction related to the Disraeli Bridges replacement, suggested that these people are 
not wealthy enough to take care of the issues themselves by hiring a lawyer, and asked if it 
would be possible for the Mayor to direct the City of Winnipeg's Legal Services to protect and 
assist the citizens who, at no fault of their own, are in a situation where their house is leaking 
cold air. 
 
His Worship Mayor Katz stated that he was aware of the issue only through the media and that 
the insurance company, on behalf of Plenery, was looking into the issue and agreed to follow up 
with the Chief Financial Officer, who was in charge of claims. 
 
Councillor Eadie noted that the insurance company was trying to say that it was an extra dry year 
in 2011 and that the damage was not a result of the bridge repair work and he would appreciate 
the Mayor contacting the Chief Financial Officer.  His Worship indicated that they would rely on 
the experts and that he would be happy to communicate with the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
Councillor Eadie questioned if the Mayor would agree that citizens in special project situations 
need to be protected.  His Worship stated that every citizen, no matter where they live, was 
entitled to certain rights and reiterated that he would communicate with the Chief Financial 
Officer and leave it up to the Chief Financial Officer to make an intelligent decision based on his 
expertise. 
 
Councillor Smith asked what the Salisbury House was paying for rent on the Riel Pedestrian 
Bridge location.  His Worship replied that nothing has changed, a report would be coming 
forward imminently and encouraged Councillors to share the names of any other restaurateurs 
interested in that specific space with the Department. 
 
Councillor Smith referred to an incident involving a child on Portage Avenue and asked if the 
Mayor would see to it that the 206 school zones that do not have signage at 30 kilometres have 
them soon; to which His Worship replied in the affirmative. 
 
Councillor Mayes referred to a February 2012 Council motion to have a snowmobile ban 
implemented on public property in the City of Winnipeg effective November 1st and questioned 
what steps could be, or were being taken, to make sure a phased-in approach was undertaken to 
implement the proposed ban concurrent to the staging areas and additional trails provided, to 
make sure they received some staging areas. 
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Executive Police Committee – Question Period (continued): 
 
His Worship confirmed that the ban was in place but there have been challenges to find land to 
have the staging areas. 
 
Councillor Gerbasi stated that the grocery store in The Bay was closing down, which was a huge 
issue of concern for downtown residents, and questioned what was being done to assist in 
retaining or getting a new downtown food store for downtown residents. 
 
His Worship advised that they had been working with CentreVenture to try to encourage a 
private sector initiative and there was ongoing discussion about an opportunity that may come to 
fruition.   
 
Councillor Gerbasi questioned what the budget process would look like in terms of timing and 
when it would be presented; to which His Worship advised that the process had begun with a 
small sub-committee and he would be happy to set up a meeting for the Councillor with the 
Chair of the Standing Policy Committee on Finance. 
 
Councillor Swandel referred to some strategic planning work and conversation about engaging 
the Standing Policy Committees a bit deeper in the development of policy and budget process 
and asked when that might come along and if it was still in the works. 
 
His Worship acknowledged that Council got together and looked at many different ways to move 
forward in a very positive manner, looking to the future for the City and, as a result of that, 
certain reviews were done.  He added that he would discuss the matter with the Chair of Finance 
and report back. 
 
Councillor Swandel asked if the Mayor would be willing to do a partial Capital Budget at this 
time to get some projects out there and do a more detailed analysis with the Standing Policy 
Committee to have both budgets aligned to come together and have this happen sooner rather 
than later.  His Worship replied that the goal was to get the Capital Budget out as quickly as 
possible and stated he would maintain an open mind. 
 
Councillor Swandel noted that the big issue in getting the Capital Budget out early was to get the 
regional street work out for consulting and asked if it would be possible to do that bit as a 
separate budget and allow the rest of Council to engage further in the Capital and Operating 
Budget development.  His Worship Mayor Katz replied that he would defer the question until the 
Chair of Finance was back. 
 
Councillor Orlikow asked for confirmation that parking tickets would be waived for persons who 
were ticketed on Monday night due to snow clearing and the parking ban; to which His Worship 
replied that they do not have to pay any ticket for towing. 
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Executive Police Committee – Question Period (continued): 
 
 
Councillor Orlikow asked what the general cost was for reimbursement for those tickets; to 
which His Worship replied that he would be happy to find out. 
 
Councillor Orlikow referred to the new garbage recycling solid waste collection system and 
asked if the Mayor was aware of concerns regarding the numbers for the walk-up service that 
were sky rocketing.   
 
His Worship Mayor Katz advised that in the past there were fewer than 500 homes that the walk 
up service was provided to and very quickly that number more than tripled and may continue to 
rise. 
 
Councillor Gerbasi commended the new snow zone program, suggested that there was not 
enough communication since the public education campaign was not ready in time, and 
questioned if there was adequate staff to handle the communication efforts need to bring about 
the amount of change that was brought in. 
 
His Worship stated that Winnipeg has the best snow removal in Canada and probably in North 
America and concurred that the new snow zone program, with a 12 hour versus a three day ban, 
was much better for every citizen.  He added that he did not believe the reason for not having the 
press release out had anything to do with man power; it was just an unfortunate scenario. 


