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STANDING POLICY COMMITTEE ON WATER AND WASTE, RIVERBANK  

 

MANAGEMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

MOTIONS 

 

Minute No. 608 

Moved by Councillor Klein, 

Seconded by Councillor Mayes, 

 

WHEREAS landfills are wastelands hazardous to both the environment and human health; 

 

AND WHEREAS operation and continuous expanse of landfills, as well as the post 

decommission monitoring, costs the residents of Winnipeg tens of millions of dollars each year 

with net lifetime costs in the hundreds of millions of dollars; 

 

AND WHEREAS city land is limited, and dedication of land to a landfill will cause large swaths 

of land and the surrounding areas to be useless to the residents of Winnipeg for other purposes 

and future city revenues; 

 

AND WHEREAS Water and Waste Department data indicates that each year the residents of 

Winnipeg trash between 170,000 and 210,000 metric tonnes of garbage; 

 

AND WHEREAS Water and Waste Department data shows that organics represent 44% 

(approximately 90,000 Metric Tonnes) of the weight composition of the residential garbage 

stream; 

 

AND WHEREAS on-site (home-based) composting is recognized as a simple and effective 

solution to divert unnecessary organic waste from landfills; 

 

AND WHEREAS a Water and Waste Department survey indicated that 54% of residents 

currently or previously have used a backyard composter; 

 

AND WHEREAS financial incentives encourage larger uptake of on-site (home-based) 

composting, and further reduce garbage collection and disposal costs to the city; 
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Standing Policy Committee on Water and Waste, Riverbank Management and The 

Environment – Motions (continued): 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Winnipeg Public Service be directed to report 

back to the Standing Policy Committee on Water and Waste, Riverbank Management and the 

Environment in 120 days on the potential of introducing the following composting initiative: 

 

1. An annual financial incentive in the amount of $100 in the form of a Property Tax 

Rebate, a $100 City of Winnipeg Gift Card, or an annual $100 credit on a homes Water 

and Waste Bill for residents who engage in weekly organic waste collection service and 

provide proof of purchase of a one-year subscription, or, twelve monthly subscription 

payments from a service provider.  

 
Automatic Referral to the Standing Policy Committee 

on Water and Waste, Riverbank Management and the 

Environment in accordance with Rule 16.1 of the 

Procedure By-law 

 

 


