
WELCOMING WINNIPEG – Request Summary 

NOTE: Request summaries are compiled by Indigenous Relations employees to ensure 

that identifiable, or potentially identifiable, third-party personal information or information 

of a sensitive nature is excluded from what is made publicly available. Indigenous 

Relations permits viewing of the full original submission by appointment through 311.  

Request ID: 2022-002  

Name of Request: Add to: Dawson Road MB Centennial Panels 

Address: SE corner Lagimodiere Blvd at TransCanada Hwy 1 

Demonstrated Community Support: 

• Petition submitted: Yes, with 13 community and municipal partners providing

support

• Letters of support provided: Yes, 1 letter of support provided

Project Details: 

• See Appendix A (below)

How does this project contribute to a ‘Welcoming Winnipeg’, as defined in the 

policy and what kind of evidence/research can be provided to support this state 

While the text is accurate and easy to understand, it could be revised for our modern 

context of truth and reconciliation. The Dawson Trail story has generally been told from 

a colonial perspective, as one of the then new Canadian Government’s exploits and first 

military victories in the West under Garnet Wolseley. This version of history ignores the 

valuable stories of the Indigenous Peoples whose lives were forever changed by the 

road that need to be told. It was during the surveying for the route in 1868 that the Métis 

people stepped on the chains of the Canadian surveyors (one of many incidents) 

beginning in Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes, the symbolic start of the Resistance after the 

sale of Rupert’s Land. The route was the subject of much discussion and debate during 

the negotiations of both Treaty 1 and Treaty 3 which refer to payment for its right of 

way, Treaty 3 having been signed at the Northwest Angle of the Lake of the Woods 

where passengers arrived to the Dawson Trail after a long journey by waterway from 

Thunder Bay and through Anishinabe territory.  Opportunity and space needs to be 

made for a truth and reconciliation lens and perspective on this story that is simply not 

being achieved with the existing text. 



Does this site have historical significance to the Indigenous community? 

Research Support: 

The Anishinaabe were living around the area long before Dawson or the road; it was an 

Anishinaabe Chief who originally showed Dawson the way through the Lake of the 

Woods path to the Red River colony; the Métis played an integral role in building the 

road and actually guided the Military expedition forces to the Red River Settlement to 

quell the resistance. They also played an important role in hauling provisions for the 

development of the rail road from Rat Portage (Kenora) that was to follow. Road 

construction was not without hardship to the Métis settlements in the Lorette - Sainte-

Anne and Richer regions. There were incidents surrounding poor wages paid for labour 

on road construction, clashes with Canadian land surveyors of the region that would 

contribute to sparking the Red River Resistance in 1869, with the exile that followed and 

many generations of discrimination that ensued. 

If this application is not supported, what would the negative impact on the 

community be? (If applicable) 

The City of Winnipeg's current interpretive panels commemorating the Dawson Road 

will remain faded and in need of upgrade in an area that is highly visible and growing 

with residential and commercial development. More importantly, its content would 

remain biased and incomplete.  All other regions and jurisdictions affected by the 

Dawson Trail history, from St. Boniface to the RM of Springfield, RM of Taché, RM of 

Ste.Anne and RM of Reynolds, are onside with current efforts being made to address 

this one-sided narrative with a more fulsome perspective told via a series of trail 

markers and interpretive exhibits that are due to be erected this year (2022).  We feel it 

is imperative that the City of Winnipeg do the same, whether through the upgrade of its 

existing signs and/or in welcoming a more fulsome discovery of the Dawson Road and 

its history at this location in partnership with the efforts of the Dawson Trail Arts and 

Heritage Tour initiative. 

Any additional information the applicant would like the CCM to consider in 

making their recommendation. 

This plea is community led by the Dawson Trail Arts and Heritage Tour initiative, 

comprised of dedicated volunteers, community leaders and professionals. Truth and 

reconciliation are fundamental to our "raison d'être" (see About us on our website at 

www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca). Our efforts are informed by community consultations, 

Aboriginal and Métis community advisors, as well as professional consultants in the 

fields of interpretive planning and heritage. We are supported financially by Federal, 

Provincial and all jurisdictions along the Dawson Road as we know it today. 

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/


Sentier Dawson Trail
PROPOSAL FOR DAWSON TRAIL SIGNAGE AT LAGIMODIÈRE BLVD AND THE TRANSCANADA HIGHWAY NO.1

January, 2022

Appendix A



1971

The Dawson Trail became open to 
through-traffic in July 1871. In September 
1971, two commemorative Dawson Road 
signs were erected in English and French 
as part of a Manitoba Centennial project. 
Located at the corner of Highway 59 
(Lagimodière Blvd.) and the TransCanada 
Highway No.1, this is where the suburb of 
Sage Creek is found today. Construction of 
the TransCanada Highway, the Winnipeg 
Perimeter Highway and the Red River 
Floodway during the late 1960s forever 
transformed the Dawson Trail, cutting the 
trail’s communities off from the general 
flow of traffic it once had. Today the trail 
is mostly accessible via HWY MB-207 at 
the TransCanada Highway turn-off to the 
local urban district of Lorette. 

Photo: Inauguration 
of sign, Sept. 1971. 
Left to right: 1. Abbé 
N. Delaquis 2. Eric
Willis (of the
Metropolitan
Corporation of
Greater Winnipeg) 3.
unknown 4. Albert
Gysel 5. Bernie
Wolfe (former mayor
of Winnipeg. Source:
SHSB



2021

Fifty (50) years later, the signs are badly 
worn and barely legible, surprisingly the 
structures continue to stand seemingly 
straight. In the last decades, the community 
of Sage Creek has been developed by 
Qualico and a walking and bicycle path now 
meet where the signs are situated. The log 
bases appear to show evidence that they are 
beginning to rot in this 2015 photograph. 
The overall physical condition is poor. The 
signs are in need of refurbishment or 
replacement. Despite the deterioration, their 
message still resonates today for the people 
of Southeastern Manitoba Métis Nation, 
Anishinabe Nation, and the Franco-
Manitoban community for whom the story 
of the Dawson Trail has the most meaning. 

Photo: Dawson Road Signs, October 2015. Source:  Nathan Kramer

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/people/kramer_n.shtml


Existing Text
While the text is accurate and easy to understand, 
it could be revised for our modern context of truth 
and reconciliation. The Dawson Trail story has 
generally been told from a colonial perspective, as 
one of the then new Canadian Government’s 
exploits and first military victories in the West 
under Garnet Wolseley. This version of history 
ignores the valuable stories of the Indigenous 
Peoples whose lives were forever changed by the 
road that need to be told. It was during the 
surveying for the route in 1868 that the Métis 
people stepped on the chains of the Canadian 
surveyors (one of many incidents) beginning in 
Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes, the symbolic start of the 
Resistance after the sale of Rupert’s Land. The 
route was the subject of much discussion and 
debate during the negotiations of both Treaty 1 and 
Treaty 3 which refer to payment for its right of way, 
Treaty 3 having been signed at the Northwest Angle 
of the Lake of the Woods where passengers arrived 
to the Dawson Trail after a long journey by 
waterway from Thunder Bay and through 
Anishinabe territory.  Opportunity and space needs 
to be made for a truth and reconciliation lens and 
perspective on this story that is simply not being 
achieved with the existing text. 



Options

• Level 1: Restore signpost panels

• Level 2: Restore panels and 
replace/renew structures

• Level 3: Restore panels and 
replace/renew structures + add Sentier
Dawson Trail trailmarker

Credit: Dawson Trail Interpretive Corridor Conceptual Interpretive Plan 2020. MEME Interpretive & Museum Consulting.



Sentier Dawson Trail 
Trailmarker Design
In spite of the faded signs, the Dawson Trail stories are very much 
alive in the minds and hearts of its people. As such, and in light of 
the Dawson Trail’s 150th anniversary in 2021, we feel it imperative 
that these stories be recognized and commemorated. It is why we 
have undertaken this paramount project to develop an Interpretive 
Corridor from Winnipeg (Saint-Boniface) to the Lake of the Woods –
so the version of the story as told by the people would never be 
forgotten. For us, this project is as much about preserving and 
promoting this significant shared heritage as it is about encouraging 
tourism to our regions for economic development (4 rural 
municipalities are invested, as is the community of Saint-Boniface). 
15 markers will highlight traditional place names in Michif and 
French, with some Anishinabe and Cree, and will tell some of the 
more famous stories and some of the least known stories of the 
Dawson Trail. A series of small exhibits along the trail will create 
more mini-destinations to discover. There are many treasures to be 
discovered along the Dawson Trail and this project seeks to bring 
them alive with an Interpretive Corridor and self-guided arts and 
heritage tours.  Check out our arts and heritage tours, and historical 
nuggets at https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/francais/index.php

https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/francais/index.php


Cartwheel Brigade - Urban Explorer

Prairie Bison - Day Tripper 

Great Beaver Way - Day Tripper 

Packhorse - Day Tripper & Outback 
Adventure 

Dawson Trail Visitor Experiences

Centre of Canada Park

East Braintree

Pine Grove Rest Stop

Lorette

Ste Anne Richer Eastman 
ATV launch



Cartwheel Brigade  
Urban Explorer Tourism Experience

1

2

3

Location Interpretation
1. St. Boniface at the 

Belvedere on Taché ave
across from St. Boniface 
Cathedral

Western terminus of the 
Dawson Trail; connection 
between St. Boniface and 
St. Anne; wood for the St. 
Boniface cathedral; Red 
River crossing 

2. Hwy #1 at Lagimodière
#59 at the entrance to 
Sage Creek 
walking/cycling trail 

Maskeg aux liards; Côteau
des cochons; Chemin de 
Gaudet (precursor trail to 
Dawson’s); Anishinabe chief 
showed Dawson the way 
through the swamps at Lake 
of the woods in 1858; there 
was a FN trail before that

3. Prairie Grove community 
cemetery or alternately 
Prairie Grove Park 
adjacent to the cemetery 
located on Dawson Road 
prior to its merging with 
MB-207

Côteau à Grouette; 
Protestant’s Ridge;  
stagecoach service on the 
Dawson; bus tours along 
the Dawson; floodway cut 
Prairie Grove in two cutting 
off this natural traffic flow



Current and Potential Site

The current bike/walking path at the corner 
of Lagimodière Blvd at  TransCanada #1 is in 
need of some beautification and 
enhancement and would benefit from the 
installation of a new heritage trailmarker.  
There are multiple significant heritage 
references to commemorate at this location. 
The Dawson Trail went right through this 
area until the late 1960s which was the 
original reason the signposts were situated 
in that location. 

The next slides propose text for this location 
based on the results of our two-year 
research project. Text and images are early 
drafts for discussion. These texts will be 
reviewed by a committee that will include 
Franco-Manitoban, Métis and First Nations 
participation from the region.



Before the Dawson Trail, there was already a well-worn trail to Sainte-Anne 

from Saint-Boniface forged by Red River Carts known as le chemin de Gaudet 

or "Gaudet's Road". It was so called because it had been surveyed by J.R. 

Gaudet, a Métis surveyor who worked for the Hudson's Bay Company when it 

occupied and governed over Rupert's Land. Gaudet would later assist Simon 

Dawson who was tasked by the new Canadian Government with locating and 

tracing an exploratory line of route for the road through the swamps between 

Sainte-Anne and the Lake of the Woods (Hind and Dawson Expedition 1857-

58). Dawson reported to the House of Commons that it was an unnamed 

Anishinabe chief around Lake of the Woods who showed his assistants the way 

clear through the swamps along an old gravel ridge trail used in times long 

past. This would be the precursor to the overly zealous construction of the 

Dawson Trail a decade later, in 1868, immediately upon the sale of Rupert’s 

Land to Canada without the knowledge its inhabitants.  This, incidents 

surrounding poor wages paid for labour on road construction, and clashes with 

Canadian land surveyors in the region, would contribute to sparking the Red 

River Resistance in 1869. During his years as a public servant, Dawson 

repeatedly pleaded with his superiors that a treaty first be negotiated with 

First Nations for this road before any discussion should be had about surveying 

for settlement, but this fell on deaf ears. Negotiations about compensation for 

the right of way for the road through the territory continued after it’s 

completion (July 1871) and negotiations for Treaty 1 (August, 1871) and Treaty 

3 (1873), both of which mention compensation that was promised to First 

Nations but never received. Through these difficult years for the colony and 

later during his participation in Treaty 3 negotiations, and his political career, 

Simon Dawson stood by the people of Red River and for the rights of 

Indigenous Peoples and French-speaking Catholics though it was not a popular 

political stance in the halls of power of the day. 

LA MASKEG DES LIARDS
(POPLAR SCRUB BOG)

SENTIER DAWSON TRAIL 

A Pathway in Times Long Past

Travel the Dawson route to  discover all of the trail markers 
and learn more. Visit us online, like and follow us at 

www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca

Since the early days of the Red River 
Settlement, many traditional place 
names have been changed or lost 
due to the events of the last few 
centuries of Manitoba's settlement. 
These place names were in Michif 
(Michif-French), the language of the 
Métis Nation, in the languages of 
the Anishinabe, Cree and Nakota 
First Nations, and in the language 
of the French-Canadian voyageurs, 
coureurs de bois and Freemen who 
settled and lived among them in the 
Northwest. By installing markers 
along the trail, the Dawson Trail Art 
and Heritage Tour aims to 
commemorate its 150th 
anniversary in 2021. The stories of 
the trail, its landmarks and its 
connection to the Red River 
Resistance are shared to celebrate 
this cultural landscape, these 
languages, these peoples and this 
history inextricably linked to the 
creation of Manitoba and Canada 
so that they will never be forgotten. 

-Dawson Trail Art and Heritage 
Tour

Maskeg is the word Métis use to describe a natural boggy area 

characterized by mossy vegetation. The word “muskeg” from 

which it derives, is an Algonquian word meaning “grassy swamp”. 

The Maskeg des liards, as this area was known, was a “channel 

about a mile long” through a swamp that once covered most of 

the area between here and the Seine River where community 

elders recall riding through “big scrubby aspen and black poplar” 

(they called liards). The Dawson Trail’s path crossed this 

intersection until the late 1960s when the TransCanada Highway, 

the Perimeter Highway and the Red River Floodway transformed 

this landscape cutting the trail’s historic communities off from the 

general flow of traffic they once had. Southeastern Manitoba’s 

landscape has also changed significantly over the last 150 years. 

The land is characterized by a series of côteaux or ridges and 

maskegs or swamps left from the glacial age, most of which have 

since been drained with the development of the City of 

Winnipeg's infrastructure and large-scale agriculture and industry 

of the 20th century. In this space, not so long ago, one could see 

water holes, ponds, marshes, low meadows, and peat bogs. 

Travellers along the Dawson came to this area from the Lavoie 

farm near Côteau des cochons (Pig Ridge), not far from the Navin

Road station nearby. It was given this name after livestock had 

been driven to its high ground during the major floods of 1826, 

1852 and 1861. The same floods drove many early French-

speaking settlers to the outer parishes of the Red River Colony 

where the towns of Lorette, Sainte-Anne and Richer developed 

from the earlier Métis settlements.

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
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1. Famille Anishinaabe (Saulteux) à la rivière Rouge vers 1821, bien avant Dawson ou la route. Une 

peinture de Peter Rindisbacher. *NB Cette image sera remplacée par un nouveau rendu artistique 

de l'histoire décrite dans la partie récit textuel du rapport d'exploration de Dawson de 1859 (Hind 

et Dawson 1857-58). Simon J. Dawson était très apprécié des Métis, des Premières nations et des 

Canadiens français pour son soutien au bilinguisme dans les Territoires du Nord-Ouest, aux droits 

de pêche des Autochtones et aux droits des Autochtones en général.

2. En 1870, le célèbre peintre William Armstrong a accompagné l'expédition Wolseley dans la 

colonie de la rivière Rouge. L'une de ses compositions, Red River Expedition, Purgatory Landing, a 

été reproduite sous forme de gravure sur bois sur la couverture du Canadian Illustrated News du 9 

juillet 1870 pour accompagner leur couverture de la progression de l'expédition. Ironiquement, en 

relatant l'incroyable effort requis pour déplacer la force militaire à travers les étendues sauvages 

du Canada, de Thunder Bay à la colonie de la Rivière-Rouge, afin de réprimer la résistance de la 

Rivière-Rouge, Armstrong révèle que ce sont en fait des cargos métis qui ont guidé l'expédition, 

transportant leur équipement, leurs fournitures et leurs provisions par voie terrestre. Il s'agit 

probablement d'une scène se déroulant sur le chemin du cœur de la colonie (Saint-Boniface) vers 

la paroisse extérieure de Grande-Pointe-de-Chênes (aujourd'hui Sainte-Anne) et La Coulée, le long 

de la "route de Gaudet", jusqu'aux environs de l'endroit où le quartier général de la construction 

de la route avait été établi par John Snow en 1868. Les guides métis sont identifiables sur cette 

gravure grâce à leurs " capots " ou manteaux bleus. 

3. Carte de Simon Dawson représentant la ligne d'exploration qu'il a proposée pour la piste 

Dawson en 1858. Notez que les commerçants anglophones de l'époque désignaient ce qui est 

aujourd'hui Sainte-Anne sous le nom de "Oak Point Settlement", dérivé de son nom métis 

antérieur, Grande-Pointe-des-Chênes.

This image will be 
replaced with a new 
artistic rendering of 
Dawson’s assistants 

being led by the 
Anishinabe chief 

through the Lake of 
the Woods path

1

1. Anishinaabe (Saulteaux) family at Red River circa 1821, long before Dawson or the road. A 

painting by Peter Rindisbacher. *NB This image will be replaced by a new artistic rendering of 

the story described in the text story part of Dawson’s 1859 report of exploration (Hind and 

Dawson 1857-58). Simon J Dawson was well-regarded among Métis, First Nations and French-

Canadians for his support for bilingualism for the North-West Territories, for Indigenous 

fishing rights, and for Aboriginal rights generally.

2. In 1870, acclaimed painter William Armstrong accompanied the Wolseley Expedition to the 

Red River Colony. One of his compositions, Red River Expedition, Purgatory Landing, was 

reproduced as a wood engraving on the cover of the Canadian Illustrated News of July 9, 1870 

to accompany their coverage of the expedition’s progress. Ironically, in recording the 

incredible effort required to move the military force through the Canadian wilderness from 

Thunder Bay to the Red River Settlement to quell the Red River Resistance, Armstrong reveals 

that it was in fact Métis freighters who guided the expedition, hauling their equipment, 

supplies and provisions overland. This is likely a scene on route from the heart of the 

settlement (Saint-Boniface) to the outer parish of Grande-Pointe-de-Chênes (now Sainte-

Anne) and La Coulée along “Gaudet’s Road” up to around where the headquarters for road 

construction had been established by John Snow in 1868. Métis guides are identifiable in this 

engraving from their blue “capots” or coats. 

3. Simon Dawson’s map of the exploratory line he proposed for the Dawson Trail in 1858. 

Note that English-speaking traders of the day referred to what is now Sainte-Anne as “Oak 

Point Settlement” which derived from its original Métis name, Grande-Pointe-des-Chênes

meaning Big Oak Point.



LA MASKEG DES LIARDS
Avant le sentier Dawson Trail, il existait déjà un sentier vers Sainte-Anne à partir 

de Saint-Boniface, forgé par les charrettes de la Rivière-Rouge, connu sous le nom 

de chemin de Gaudet. On l'appelait ainsi parce qu'il avait été arpenté par J.R. 

Gaudet, un arpenteur métis qui travaillait pour la Compagnie de la Baie d'Hudson 

lorsque celle-ci occupait et gouvernait sur la Terre de Rupert. Gaudet aidera plus 

tard Simon Dawson, chargé par le nouveau gouvernement canadien de localiser 

et de tracer une ligne exploratoire pour la route à travers les marécages entre 

Sainte-Anne et le lac des Bois (Expédition Hind et Dawson 1857-58). Dawson 

rapporte à la Chambre des communes que c'est un chef Anishinabe anonyme des 

environs du lac des Bois qui a indiqué à ses assistants la voie à suivre à travers les 

marécages, le long d’un côteau et une piste parcourue dans un passé éloigné. 

Cette expédition sera le précurseur de la construction trop zélé de la route 

Dawson une décennie plus tard, en 1868, suite à la vente de la Terre de Rupert au 

Canada à l'insu de ses habitants.  Cette situation, ainsi que des incidents liés aux 

mauvais salaires versés à la main-d'œuvre pour la construction de la route, et des 

affrontements avec les arpenteurs canadiens dans la région, contribueront à 

déclencher la résistance de la Rivière-Rouge en 1869. Pendant ses années de 

service public, Dawson a plaidé auprès de ses supérieurs pour qu'un traité soit 

d'abord négocié avec les Premières nations pour cette route avant de discuter de 

l'arpentage en vue de la colonisation, mais ces demandes étaient ignorés. Les 

négociations sur la compensation pour le droit de passage à travers le territoire 

pour la route se sont poursuivies après l'achèvement de la route (juillet 1871) et 

les négociations pour le traité 1 (août 1871) et le traité 3 (1873), qui mentionnent 

tous deux la route et la compensation promise aux Premières nations pour celle-

ci, mais qui n'a jamais été reçue. Au cours de ces années difficiles pour la colonie 

et, plus tard, pendant sa participation aux négociations du Traité 3, ainsi que sa 

carrière politique, Simon Dawson a défendu les habitants de la Rivière-Rouge et 

les droits des peuples autochtones et des catholiques francophones même si 

cette position politique n'était pas populaire dans les allées du pouvoir de 

l'époque.

SENTIER DAWSON TRAIL 

Un parcours longtemps voyagé

Voyagez la route Dawson. Découvrez toutes les bornes pour en 
apprendre plus. Visitez-nous, aimez et suivez-nous en ligne sur 

www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca .  

Depuis les premiers jours de la 
colonie de la Rivière-Rouge, de 
nombreux noms de lieux 
traditionnels ont changé ou ont été 
perdus en raison des événements 
qui caractérisent les derniers siècles 
de la colonisation du Manitoba. Ces 
noms de lieux étaient en michif 
(michif-français), langue de la 
nation métisse, dans les langues 
des Premières nations Anishinabe, 
Cree et Nakota, et dans la langue 
des voyageurs, coureurs de bois et 
hommes libres canadiens-français 
qui se sont installés parmi eux dans 
le Nord-Ouest. En installant des 
bornes le long du sentier, le Circuit 
artistique et patrimonial du sentier 
Dawson a pour objectif de 
commémorer son 150e anniversaire 
en 2021. Les histoires du sentier, 
ses lieux-dits et ses liens avec la 
résistance de la Rivière-Rouge sont 
partagées pour célébrer ce paysage 
culturel, ces langues, ces peuples et 
cette histoire inextricablement liés 
à la création du Manitoba et du 
Canada afin qu'ils ne soient jamais 
oubliés.    
-Circuit artistique et patrimonial du
sentier Dawson

Maskeg est le mot utilisé par les Métis pour décrire une zone 
tourbeuse naturelle caractérisée par une végétation moussue. Le 
mot muskeg, dont il dérive, est un mot algonquin qui signifie 
«marécage herbeux». Le Maskeg des liards, comme on appelait 
cette zone autrefois, était un «canal d'environ un mille de long» 
traversant un marécage qui recouvrait la majeure partie de la zone 
située entre ici et la rivière Seine, où les anciens de la communauté 
se souviennent de traverser «de grands trembles et des peupliers 
noirs broussailleux » qu'ils appelaient liards. Le sentier Dawson 
traversait cette intersection jusqu'à la fin des années 1960, lorsque 
la route transcanadienne, la route périphérique et le canal de 
dérivation de la rivière Rouge ont transformé ce paysage, coupant 
les communautés historiques du flux général de circulation qu'elles 
avaient autrefois. Le paysage du sud-est du Manitoba a également 
beaucoup changé au cours des 150 dernières années. Le paysage 
est caractérisée par une série de côteaux ou de crêtes et de 
maskegs ou de marécages laissés par l'ère glaciaire, dont la plupart 
ont depuis été drainés avec le développement de l'infrastructure 
de la ville de Winnipeg et l'agriculture et l'industrie à grande 
échelle du XXe siècle. Dans cet espace, il n'y a pas si longtemps, on 
pouvait voir des trous d'eau, des étangs, des marais, des prairies 
basses et des tourbières. Les voyageurs de la Dawson venaient de 
la ferme Lavoie près du Côteau des cochons, non loin de la station 
voisine de Navin Road. Ce nom lui a été donné après que le bétail 
ait été conduit sur ce terrain élevé lors des grandes inondations de 
1826, 1852 et 1861. Ces mêmes inondations ont poussé de 
nombreux premiers colons francophones vers les paroisses 
extérieures de la colonie de la Rivière-Rouge, où les villes de 
Lorette, Sainte-Anne et Richer se sont développées à partir 
d'établissements métis pré-existantes.

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/


UN CHEF ANISHINABE A MONTRÉ LA VOIE À DAWSON
« Au printemps de 1859, ayant appris qu'un groupe organisé par les gens de la Rivière-Rouge, 

qui, à cette époque, s'intéressaient beaucoup à la promotion du développement du pays, avait 

été déconcerté dans une tentative d'amener des chevaux jusqu'au lac des Bois, et s'était en 

fait égaré dans des marécages, d'où il avait eu beaucoup de difficulté à s'extirper, et comme 

l'impression que cette section du pays était impraticable pour les routes se confirmait, je me 

suis hâté vers le lac des Bois, avec le plus actif de mes assistants, et en me rendant à son 

extrémité ouest, j'ai eu la chance de m'assurer les services d'un chef [Premières nations] qui 

s'est engagé à nous montrer le terrain sur lequel le pays pouvait être traversé. Laissant mes 

assistants trouver le chemin de la traversée avec le chef, je me suis rendu par la rivière 

Winnipeg jusqu'à la colonie de la rivière Rouge, où je n'ai pas eu à attendre longtemps leur 

arrivée.  Ils m'ont rapporté que le chef les avait conduits à une crête de gravier qui s'étendait, 

avec très peu d'interruptions, sur une longue distance à travers les parties les plus 

marécageuses du pays, et que les restes de campements [Premières nations] montraient 

qu'elle avait été très utilisée comme sentier dans le passé. Un certain nombre d'hommes ont 

été immédiatement engagés dans la colonie et envoyés pour ouvrir la ligne qui avait été 

tracée, de manière à la rendre praticable pour les chevaux ; et sur cette ligne, notre groupe a 

traversé le lac des Bois, à cheval.  La ligne ainsi ouverte a été utilisée par la suite comme route 

postale pour le transport du courrier à cheval, et il ne faut pas avoir de grandes connaissances 

en ingénierie pour comprendre qu'un terrain sur lequel on peut monter à cheval n'est pas si 

marécageux qu'il ne soit pas praticable pour les routes. »

- Simon Dawson, géomètre et ingénieur de la route Dawson, 1868, Rapport à la Chambre de 

communes, Ottawa

ANISHINABE CHIEF SHOWED DAWSON THE WAY
“In the spring of 1859, having learned that a party fitted out by the people of Red River, who at 

that time took a great deal of interest in promoting the development of the country, had been 

baffled in an attempt to take horses through to the Lake of the Woods, had in fact got 

bewildered in swamps, from which they had experienced much difficulty in extricating 

themselves, and as the impression as to that section of the country being impracticable for 

roads was thus gaining confirmation, I hasted to the Lake of the Woods, with the most active of 

my assistants, and proceeding to its western extremity had the good fortune to secure the 

services of an [First Nations] Chief, who undertook to show us ground on which the country 

could be crossed. Leaving my assistants to find their way across with the Chief, I proceeded by 

way of the Winnipeg [River] to the Red River Settlement, where I had not long to wait for their 

arrival. They reported that the Chief had led them to a gravelly ridge which extended, with but 

few breaks, for a long distance across the most swampy parts of the country, and that the 

remains of [First Nations] encampments [showed] that it had been much used as a pathway, in 

times long past. A number of men were immediately engaged in the Settlement and sent to 

open the line which had been traced, in such a way as to render it passable for horses; and 

over this line our party rode clear through to the Lake of the Woods, on horseback. The line 

thus opened was used afterwards as a Post road for the conveyance of Mails on horseback, and 

it requires but slight knowledge of engineering to understand that ground, over which horses 

can be ridden, is not so swampy as to be impracticable for roads.”

Simon Dawson, Surveyor and engineer of the Dawson Road, 1868 Report to the House of 

Commons, Ottawa

Quote
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Appendix B



Province of 
Manitoba Report

Written by Heritage Consultant Harvey 
Goldberg, an employee of the Historic 
Resources Branch of the Province of 
Manitoba in 1972.



Le Métis Newspaper Announces the Opening 
of the Trail July 20, 1871



Dawson Trail, David Fritz

Special history study: The Dawson 
Trail and other Transportation 
Routes. Voyageurs National Park, 
Minnesota, 1986.



Unveiling of the Nation Historic 
Site commemorative cairn in 
Ste. Anne August 3, 1940

Winnipeg Free Press. 
August 3, 1940. “The 
Dawson Route” by 
Margaret Arnett 
MacLeod.



1st Survey by Canada in N-W was for Dawson Route, 
completed 1871



Membre anonyme de la SHSB. (1902) Chemin Dawson.
Les Cloches de Saint-Boniface, vol. 1, no 14, 15 octobre
1902. 5 pages. Histoire du chemin Dawson et son 
importance pour Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes. SHSB.

Louis Riel’s escape route in May 1870 (when the road 
was still under construction and the leg from Fort Garry 
to Ste. Anne was still known as the Chemin de Gaudet)

Red River Resistance Connection



Dawson Tried to Provide Amenities for Civilian 
Immigrants in 1871



A part of Canada’s Military History

The Manitoban. (March, 1892) Anonymous soldier’s diary later discovered to be that of Col. Wolseley himself. Volume 1 No 4, P.116.  



Westward Expansion
Masters Thesis of Bruce M. 
Littlejohn, MacMaster
University, 1962, 
Department of History, 
University of British 
Columbia



A part of Canada’s 
Highway History



Arrival of First Manitoba Mennonites via Dawson

Source: Archives of Manitoba

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/info/links/am.shtml


An important part of Treaty 3 promises

http://www3.brandonu.ca/cjns/4.2/hall.pdf
Geo. Kasias also rose to speak for Grand Oreilles, and said with great com-
posure that he was going to begin where he left off last evening -
he wanted to understand the thing thoroughly. (This being exactly what the Commissioner wanted, he brighten
ed up.) And when I am clear on that point, I'll get up from here. I would say, as Prince said, that I cannot work t
he ground with my fingers. There is also something you are using (Lake of the Woods road) for which my child
ren ought to receive compensation. From Lake of the Woods to Lac la Plaie, the Indians gave it to me in charg
e to speak about the road; but I have not yet received anything for it. Where will my children get anything to sh
elter them from the heat? They expect it from the road.

http://www3.brandonu.ca/cjns/4.2/hall.pdf
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