
WELCOMING WINNIPEG – Request Summary 

NOTE: Request summaries are compiled by Indigenous Relations employees to ensure 

that identifiable, or potentially identifiable, third-party personal information or information 

of a sensitive nature is excluded from what is made publicly available. Indigenous 

Relations permits viewing of the full original submission by appointment through 311.  

Request ID: 2022-004 

Name of Request: Creating New Historical Marker – Dawson Trail (St. Boniface) 

Address: Preferably Belvédère de Saint-Boniface (Taché Avenue), however a number 

of options are being explored. 

Demonstrated Community Support: 

• Petition submitted: Yes, with 13 community and municipal partners providing

support

• Letters of support provided: Yes, 1 letter of support provided

Project Details: 

• See Appendix A (below)

How does this renaming contribute to a ‘Welcoming Winnipeg’, as defined in the 

policy and what kind of evidence/research can be provided to support this state  

The Dawson Trail stories are very much alive in the minds and hearts of the people 

along its path. As such, and because of the Dawson Trail's 150th anniversary in 2021, 

we feel it imperative that these stories be recognized and commemorated. It is why we 

have undertaken this paramount project to develop an Interpretive Corridor from 

Winnipeg (Saint-Boniface) to the Lake of the Woods: so, the version of history as told by 

the people would never be forgotten. This story has generally been told as a military 

victory for Canada, as well as having been commemorated that way for the most part. 

Our approach seeks to tell the stories from the perspectives of Métis, First Nations and 

early French-speaking settlers of the area to reclaim those stories, spaces and place 

names. In addition to preserving and promoting this significant shared heritage. 

We aim for full involvement of First Nations in this process and want to reach beyond 

colonial narratives on the trail's role in linking together east and west. We want to 

explore its impact on the people and diverse perspectives of Métis, First Nations, 

French-speaking Catholics and women whose voices have too often been ignored. We 



are aiming for a new social history or "historicity" of the trail, if you will. 15 permanent 

trail markers installed along the trail will highlight traditional place names in Michif and 

French, Anishinabe and Cree. 

Does this site have historical significance to the Indigenous community? 

Research Support: 

We have compiled extensive research on the Dawson Trail, filtering through thousands 

of related documents, papers, archival images, oral stories and supporting materials to 

arrive at the current insights shared on our website at www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca 

Each trail marker and exhibit that is part of this project will contain Indigenous content. 

In considering our two proposed urban trail markers (St-Boniface and TransCanada 

Hwy at Lagimodière Boulevard), we sought to balance perspectives of Métis and 

Anishinabe which both feature prominently in the telling of the history of the S E Region 

of Manitoba. All content is being discussed and vetted by our Content Sub Committee 

which involves representatives from the Métis and Anishinabe nations. Treaty 3 is 

currently reviewing our proposal for a trail marker at the North West Angle of the Lake of 

the Woods as well. We will also be taking the proposed trail marker content to 

Brokenhead First Nation of Treaty 1 for a marker location at the Eastman ATV launch 

near Sandilands. The story of the Dawson Trail is also intimately tied to clashes with 

Canadian land surveyors of the region that would contribute to sparking the Red River 

Resistance in 1869. 

If this application is not supported, what would the negative impact on the 

community be? (If applicable) 

All other regions and jurisdictions affected by the Dawson Trail history, from St. 

Boniface to the RM of Springfield, RM of Taché, RM of Ste.Anne and RM of Reynolds, 

are onside with current efforts being made to address this one-sided narrative with a 

more fulsome perspective told via a series of trail markers and interpretive exhibits that 

are due to be erected this year (2022).  As the western Terminus of the Dawson Trail, 

we feel it is imperative that the City of Winnipeg support our efforts in welcoming an 

unprejudiced appreciation for the Dawson Road and its history. 

Any additional information the applicant would like the CCM to consider in 

making their recommendation. 

This plea is community led by the Dawson Trail Arts and Heritage Tour initiative, 

comprised of dedicated volunteers, community leaders and professionals. Truth and 

reconciliation are fundamental to our "raison d'être" (see About us on our website at 

www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca). Our efforts are informed by community consultations, 

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/


Aboriginal and Métis community advisors, as well as professional consultants in the 

fields of interpretive planning and heritage. This project is supported financially by both 

the federal and provincial governments, as well as all rural municipalities along the 

Dawson Road as we know it today. 



Sentier Dawson Trail
PROPOSAL FOR A SENTIER DAWSON TRAIL TRAILMARKER ALONG THE TACHÉ AVE. 

BELVEDERE, WINNIPEG

January, 2022

Appendix A



Historical Designation

The Dawson Trail, also sometimes referred to as the Fort Garry Road, was 

designated a national historic event by Canada in 1933. The province of 

Manitoba designated it a historic place in 1939. The cairn you see on the 

right was erected and unveiled in 1940, with the Historic Sites and 

Monuments Board of Canada supplying the plaque. The monument 

commemorates the construction of the Dawson Trail at the westernmost 

point where work was begun in 1868, in Ste. Anne, Manitoba. The trail’s

western terminus was in Saint-Boniface at the Cathédrale and the Red

River Crossing to Fort Garry.

The plaque reads: 

(English) : This land and water route from Fort William to Red River was 

Canada’s first attempt to provide an all-Canadian highway linking the East 

with the Prairies. Length of 530 miles.  Surveyed in 1858, begun in 1868, 

completed in 1871.

(French): Route par eau et par terre de Fort William à la Rivière Rouge, 

première voie exclusivement canadienne reliant l’Est et l’Ouest du pays. 

Longueur 530 milles, tracée en 1858, commencés en 1868, achevée en 

1871.
Dawson Trail monument in front of the old municipal hall of Sainte-Anne, Manitoba. (2020)



1871-1971

The Dawson Trail became open to through-
traffic in July 1871. Construction of the 
TransCanada Highway, the Winnipeg 
Perimeter Highway and the Red River 
Floodway during the 1950s to late 1960s 
forever transformed the Dawson Trail, 
cutting the trail’s communities off from the 
general flow of traffic it once had directly 
to Saint-Boniface with which it continues to
have cultural, linguistic and historical ties. 
Today the trail is mostly accessible via HWY 
MB-207 at the TransCanada Highway turn-
off to the local urban district of Lorette. 
There is also a Dawson Rd North in Saint-
Boniface renamed such to commemorate 
the trail in the 1970s, probably as part of 
the various centennial projects occurring at 
the time.  



Home page of the Treasures of the Dawson Trail website, launched in 2020/21

A Phased Approach

The “Dawson Trail Arts and Heritage Tour” is a multi-faceted community 
initiative to uncover and revive the rich heritage of the Dawson Trail in 
Manitoba, from Winnipeg (Saint-Boniface) to Lake of the Woods at the 
North-West Angle, and through the communities of Lorette, Dufresne, 
Sainte-Anne, and Richer. We function under the auspices of the Dawson 
Trail Museum in Richer. The project began in 2019 and has several phases: 
1) Research; 2) Interpretive Plan; 3) Website; 4) Interpretive Design and
Development; 5) Interpretive Production and Installation.

At the creation of this briefing (January, 2022), our group of volunteers are 
in phase 4 of the project. Research was undertaken over two years. It has 
been compiled into a shareable database as well as into a website. Please 
also check out our website at www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca

The development of an Interpretive Plan allowed us to pitch the idea to 
various parties and bring together successful grant applications. We have 
been fortunate to receive letters of support and modest financial 
commitments from local governments all along the old trail, that is: the RMs 
of Taché, Ste. Anne, Reynolds and Springfield, and are currently in 
discussions with the City of Winnipeg. 

The project has recently been awarded close to half a million dollars from 
various sources including the national legacy fund of Canadian Heritage, the 
Province of Manitoba, and the Thomas Sill Foundation, the McLean 
Foundation and others. This funding will cover the costs of materials, 
development, consulting and artist fees for the project. 

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/


Goals
The Dawson Trail stories are very much alive in the minds and hearts of the 

people along its path. As such, and because of the Dawson Trail’s 150th

anniversary in 2021, we feel it imperative that these stories be recognized and 

commemorated. It is why we have undertaken this paramount project to 

develop an Interpretive Corridor from Winnipeg (Saint-Boniface) to the Lake of 

the Woods – So the version of history as told by the people would never be 

forgotten. This story has generally been told as a military victory for Canada, as 

well as having been commemorated that way for the most part. Our approach 

seeks to tell the stories from the perspectives of Métis, First Nations and early 

French-speaking settlers of the area to reclaim those stories, spaces and place 

names.  In addition to preserving and promoting this significant shared heritage 

with Canadians, we hope to encourage tourism to our regions for economic 

development. There are many treasures to be discovered along the old Dawson 

Trail and this project seeks to bring them alive with an Interpretive Corridor of 

self-guided arts and heritage tours. 

Commemorative Trail and Exhibits: We aim for full involvement of First Nations 

in this process and want to reach beyond colonial narratives on the trail’s role in 

linking together east and west. We want to explore its impact on the people and 

diverse perspectives of Métis, First Nations, French-speaking Catholics and 

women whose voices have too often been ignored. We are aiming for a new 

social history or “historicity” of the trail, if you will.  15 permanent trailmarkers

installed along the trail will highlight traditional place names in Michif and 

French,  Anishinabe and Cree. We will share more well-known and less well-

known stories of the Dawson Trail. Also, a series of 10 artistic exhibits will be 

developed along the trail to create more mini-destinations for visitors to 

discover. 

15 trailmarkers along 
the trail 

+ 10 exhibits to create
more mini-destinations
to discover



Truth & Reconciliation Lens – Decolonizing the stories

We are proposing the installation of two trailmarkers
in Winnipeg including Trailmarker 15 in St-Boniface at 
the Belvedere on Taché Ave and Trailmarker 14 at the 
corner of Lagimodière Blvd. and the TransCanada Hwy. 
Each trailmarker and exhibit that is part of this project
will contain Indigenous content. In considering these 
two urban trailmarkers, we sought to balance 
perspectives of Métis and Anishinabe which both 
feature prominently in the telling of the history of the
S-E Region of Manitoba.

Both proposed trailmarkers have some Métis content. 
Trailmarker 14 has considerable Anishinabe content 
proposed. 

All content is being discussed and vetted by our 
Content Sub-Committee which will involve 
representatives from the Métis and Anishinabe 
nations who we are in the process of involving or who 
have already agreed to participate. Treaty 3 is 
currently reviewing our proposal for a trail marker at 
the North-West Angle of the Lake of the Woods as 
well. Soon we will also be taking proposed trailmarker
content to Brokenhead First Nation of Treaty 1 for a 
location at the Eastman ATV launch near Sandilands.

Provincial Archives of Manitoba



Cartwheel Brigade - Urban Explorer

Prairie Bison - Day Tripper 

Great Beaver Way - Day Tripper 

Packhorse - Day Tripper & Outback 
Adventure  

Dawson Trail Visitor Experiences

• The Cartwheel Brigade represents the Métis caravans that went up and down the trail
transporting pemmican, passengers and freight. It was also adopted by early settlers
to the Red River Settlement.

• Trailmarkers in the area of Lorette and the R.M. of Taché will have you noting this is
where bison roamed the prairie in the days of the town’s founder, Jean-Baptiste
Lagimodière.

• As we continue east, the next set of trailmarker designs will highlight a very distinct
stretch of trail from Dufresne to La Coulée through what was known as La Grande
Traverse and Sainte-Anne features the iconic Canadian beaver over an area so famous
for its swamps and beaver dams it was originally known as Mistamiscano (Mist-Amisk-
Amaux in Saulteaux/Ojibway) meaning Way of the Great Beaver.

• Our Outback Experience is symbolized by the packhorse and covers the longest
stretch of the trail beyond Richer near “the first hitch” to Lake of the Woods.







Sentier Dawson Trail 
Trailmarker Design 
2021
The Dawson Trail stories are very much alive in the minds and 
hearts of its people. As such, and in light of the Dawson Trail’s 150th

anniversary in 2021, we feel it imperative that these stories be 
recognized and commemorated. It is why we have undertaken this 
paramount project to develop an Interpretive Corridor from 
Winnipeg (Saint-Boniface) to the Lake of the Woods – so the version 
of the story as told by the people would never be forgotten. For us, 
this project is as much about preserving and promoting this 
significant shared heritage as it is about encouraging tourism to our 
regions for economic development (4 rural municipalities are 
invested, as is the community of Saint-Boniface). 15 markers will 
highlight traditional place names in Michif and French, with some 
Anishinabe and Cree, and will tell some of the more famous stories 
and some of the least known stories of the Dawson Trail. A series of 
small exhibits along the trail will create more mini-destinations to 
discover. There are many treasures to be discovered along the 
Dawson Trail and this project seeks to bring them alive with an 
Interpretive Corridor and self-guided arts and heritage tours.  Check 
out our arts and heritage tours, and historical nuggets at 
https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/francais/index.php

https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
https://dawsontrailtreasures.ca/francais/index.php




Cartwheel Brigade  
Urban Explorer Tourism Experience

1

2

3

Location Interpretation
1. St. Boniface at the

Belvedere on Taché ave
across from St. Boniface
Cathedral

Western terminus of the 
Dawson Trail; connection 
between St. Boniface and 
St. Anne; wood for the St. 
Boniface cathedral; Red 
River crossing 

2. Hwy #1 at Lagimodière
#59 at the entrance to
Sage Creek
walking/cycling trail

Maskeg aux liards; Côteau
des cochons; Chemin de 
Gaudet (precursor trail to 
Dawson’s); Anishinabe chief 
showed Dawson the way 
through the swamps at Lake 
of the woods in 1858; there 
was a FN trail before that

3. Prairie Grove community
cemetery or alternately
Prairie Grove Park
adjacent to the cemetery
located on Dawson Road
prior to its merging with
MB-207

Côteau à Grouette; 
Protestant’s Ridge;  
stagecoach service on the 
Dawson; bus tours along 
the Dawson; floodway cut 
Prairie Grove in two cutting 
off this natural traffic flow



Trailmarker 15
Saint-Boniface



1. Location: Belvédère de Saint-Boniface – av Taché

49.8885114 -97.1232811

Location

Dawson Trail general 

introduction; Wood for the 

St. Boniface Cathedral 

Lieux-dits | Traditional Place Names

Western Terminus of the Dawson Trail (in Saint-
Boniface; Pont sur la Seine – Bridge on the Seine; 
Remblai du Grand Trône - Embankment of the 
Grand Trunk; Maskeg et Côteau à Beaudoin; La 
Bascule or Maskeg de la Bascule; Ile-à-la-prêle; 
Ferme Belot, Fermes Bibeau (Côteau de Chênes) 
et Parc à Monseigneur

Dawson Trail continued here to Fort Douglas (today Point Douglas) but many would stop at the Saint-Boniface 
Cathedral before continuing on to cross the Red to conduct business with the HBC.

To HBC Fort Douglas
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Sentier Dawson Trail Terminus @ Saint-Boniface – 8 Plausible Options for the Trailmarker Location 

Option 1 – Belvévère au pied de la Cathédrale de Saint-Boniface sur av Taché
Option 2 – L’Archevêcher de Saint-Boniface – Jardins du Patrimoine de Saint-Boniface
Option 3 – Côté sud du pont Provencher sur la piste de marche – Traversée de la Rouge
Option 4 - Côté nord du Pont Provencher – ancient site de l’hôtel La Touriste (relié à l’histoire du Dawson) – les arches – à côté de 
la plaque commemorative provincial pour Joseph Royale, fondateur du journal “Le Métis”
Option 5 – Angle de la rue St-Joseph et rue Grandin où se trouvait la “Maison pour les immigrants” de Saint-Boniface (aussi sur la 
route du Festival du Voyageur)
Option 6 – Parc Provencher au marché ouvert près de l’îlot de chênes (la feuille de chêne étant l’icon du logo pour le sentier
Dawson Trail
Option 7 – Angle du boul. Provencher et rue DesMeurons sur la propiété du CCFM et du Centre du Patrimoine (qui conserve la 
collection d’archives Franco-manitobaine sur l’histoire du sentier Dawson. De ce local jusqu’à intersection avec l’Archibald autour
des rues Mission, Plinquet et Messier constitue le terminus actuel de la route Dawson. Ce terminus sera plus tard transformé en
terminus pour la ligne de la G.W.W.D. de l’est et celle de la Canadian Pacific Railway. “La vieille gare”
Option 8 – Le Centre St-Louis au pont de la rivière Seine qui fait la connexion entre Saint-Boniface et Ste-Anne 
Option 9 – Rue (de la) Mission (bordure de la mission de Saint-Boniface – Mission Park No. 1 William Tell Archery park (à l’angle de 
la Dawson et le boul Provencher, ancien av Provencher)
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Western Terminus

The sketch of Saint-Boniface Cathedral in 1858 captures its grandeur and 
hints at the influence the Church exerted over the Red River Settlement 
at the time. It burned down in 1860 and in 1861-62, some woodsmen 
from Saint-Boniface went to the outer parish of Ste-Anne-des-Chênes, 
known for its Épinettière forest, to find strong oak, pine and elm with 
which to rebuild a fourth cathedral. It opened for worship in 1863 but 
sadly l’Épinettière where the wood was sourced burned down the same 
year, around the same time the first sawmills started to be established in 
the area. Sainte-Anne’s first settlers wintered there as early as the 1830s 
after flooding at Red River, but it had long been inhabited by Saulteaux 
and Métis before that and its woods were always rich in small game, 
firewood and wood for construction, something the Red River Settlement 
needed and was becoming increasingly scarce in the parishes nearer to 
Fort Garry (Winnipeg). These “woodsmen from Saint-Boniface” were 
accompanied to the area by missionary Jean-Baptiste Thibault, who is 
said to have celebrated the first mass in the region. By 1868, Ste-Anne 
became the home base for the construction of the Dawson Trail from 
Red River Settlement through to the Lake of the Woods.  

The Roman Catholic Church owned extensive land holdings in the 
St. Boniface area of the Dawson Trail, part of which included the 
Parc à Monseigneur (known as “The Exhibition Grounds” by the 
English) at the eastern entrance to the Red River Settlement (now 
Boulevard Lagimodière) along the Bibeau Farms (also Côteau de 
Chênes) and the Belot Farm, after which one arrived at La Bascule, 
traps for wolves which consisted of holes on which was installed a 
plank rocker on which one arranged the bait to attract them and 
on which the carts travelled. At the end of this space there was a 
place called Ile-à-la-Prêle (Horsetail Island) because this grass grew 
abundantly there and the horses came to graze especially in 
winter, the horsetail being easier to discover under the snow. 
After the "côteau" or "dos de cheval" (Marion Street) the trail 
reached the Maskeg (swamp) and Côteau (ridge) à Beaudoin. 
Around Provencher Boulevard and Archibald, Plinguet, Mission 
and Dawson Streets marks the end point of the Dawson Road 
coming almost 850 km from Thunder Bay arriving at the borderline 
of the former Mission of Saint-Boniface. The Northwest Angle of 
the Lake of the Woods marks the beginning of the overland trail, a 
distance of approximately 120 km. A Red River cart trip on the 
Dawson Trail was not complete for the Métis brigades who 
transported goods and passengers along its route, without a stop 
at the Archdiocese and Cathedral of St. Boniface to pray for a safe 
journey. Caravans engaged in the pemmican trade with the 
Hudson's Bay Company would then travel across the Red River, 
either at the Red River ferry crossing to Fort Garry at the foot of 
the cathedral on Taché Avenue, or by going north through La 
Remblai du Grand Thrône (referring to the Grand Trunk company) 
to Fort Douglas (now Point Douglas) over which a bridge was built 
for the Canadian Pacific Railway.

SENTIER DAWSON TRAIL 

LUMBER FOR THE “MOTHER 
CHURCH OF WESTERN CANADA” 
AND THE COLONY

Travel the Dawson route to  discover all of the trail markers and 
learn more. Visit us online, like and follow us at 

www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca

Since the early days of the Red River 
Settlement, many traditional place 
names have been changed or lost due 
to the events of the last few centuries of 
Manitoba's settlement. These place 
names were in Michif (Michif-French), 
the language of the Métis Nation, in the 
languages of the Anishinabe, Cree and 
Nakota First Nations, and in the 
language of the French-Canadian 
voyageurs, coureurs de bois and 
Freemen who settled and lived among 
them in the Northwest. By installing 
markers along the trail, the Dawson 
Trail Art and Heritage Trail aims to 
commemorate its 150th anniversary in 
2021. The stories of the trail, its 
landmarks and its connection to the 
Red River Resistance are shared to 
celebrate this cultural landscape, these 
languages, these peoples and this 
history inextricably linked to the 
creation of Manitoba and Canada so 
that they will never be forgotten. 

-Dawson Trail Art and Heritage Tour

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
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1: Troisième cathédrale de Saint-Boniface, colonie de la Rivière-Rouge 1858, par William 

Napier. 

2: La quatrième église a été fondée par Mgr Taché, qui a succédé à Mgr Provencher en 

1853, et mesurait 150 pieds sur 60. Elle a été ouverte en 1863 mais a été démolie en 1909 

par manque d'espace. Sur cette image, on peut voir la construction de la 5e cathédrale 

derrière elle. La cinquième cathédrale a ensuite été détruite par un incendie en 1968, ce 

qui a donné naissance à la structure à la fois historique et moderne qui existe aujourd'hui. 

3: Traversée de la rivière Rouge 1872 vers le Fort Garry. 

4:  Bois de chauffage provenant des environs de East Braintree à Saint-Boniface sur la route 

Dawson, quittant les parcs à bois de Plinquet et de la route Dawson (nord) en regardant 

vers Archibald en 1921.

5: Un gribouillis de la colonie de la rivière Rouge dessiné par Louis Riel illustre les paroisses 

de langue française et celle de langue anglaise. Notez la connexion entre Saint-Boniface et 

Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes avec la rivière Seine et plus tard le sentier Dawson entre les deux.

1: Third St. Boniface Cathedral, Red River Settlement 1858, by William Napier  

2: The fourth church was started by Bishop Taché, who succeeded Bishop Provencher in 
1853, and measured 150 feet by 60. It was opened for worship in 1863 but was torn 
down in 1909 for lack of space. In this image we can see the construction of the 5th

cathedral behind it. The fifth cathedral would then be destroyed by fire in 1968 resulting 
in the combined historical and modern structure that exists today. 

3: Saint-Boniface ferry crossing of the Red River to Fort Garry

4:Firewood coming from the area around East Braintree to St. Boniface on the Dawson 
road, leaving the wood yards at Plinquet and Dawson Road (North) looking toward 
Archibald in 1921. 

5: A doodle of the Red River Settlement drawn by Louis Riel showing the French and 
English speaking Métis parishes. Note the connection between Saint-Boniface and 
Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes with the Seine River and later Dawson Trail.

3
5



Terminus Ouest

L'esquisse de la cathédrale de Saint-Boniface en 1858 rend compte de sa 
grandeur et laisse entrevoir l'influence que l'Église exerçait sur la colonie 
de la Rivière-Rouge à l'époque. Elle a brûlé en 1860 et en 1861-62, des 
bûcherons de Saint-Boniface se sont rendus dans la paroisse plus éloignée 
de Ste-Anne-des-Chênes, connue pour sa forêt de l'Épinettière, afin de 
trouver des chênes, des pins et des ormes robustes avec lesquels 
reconstruire une quatrième cathédrale. La cathédrale a ouvert ses portes 
en 1863, mais malheureusement, l'Épinettière, d'où provenait le bois, a 
brûlé la même année, à peu près au moment où les premières scieries ont 
commencé à s'installer dans la région. Les premiers colons de Sainte-Anne 
y ont hiverné dès les années 1830 après les inondations de la rivière 
Rouge, mais la région était habitée depuis longtemps avant ça par les 
Saulteaux (Anishinabe) et les Métis. Ses bois ont toujours été riches en 
petit gibier, en bois de chauffage et en bois de construction, ce dont la 
colonie de la Rivière-Rouge avait besoin et qui devenait de plus en plus 
rare dans les paroisses plus proches de Fort Garry (Winnipeg). Ces 
« bûcherons de Saint-Boniface » étaient accompagnés dans la région par 
le missionnaire Jean-Baptiste Thibault, qui aurait célébré la première 
messe dans la région. En 1868, Ste-Anne est devenue le point de départ 
de la construction du sentier Dawson, de la colonie de la Rivière-Rouge 
jusqu'au lac des Bois.  

L’église Catholique Romaine possédait de vastes propriétés 
foncières dans le secteur de Saint-Boniface du sentier Dawson, 
dont une partie comprenait le « Parc à Monseigneur » (connue 
comme « The Exhibition Grounds » par les anglais) à l'entrée Est de 
la colonie de la Rivière-Rouge (aujourd'hui Boulevard Lagimodière) 
le long des Fermes Bibeau (aussi Côteau de Chênes) et la Ferme 
Belot, après quoi on arrivait à La Bascule, des pièges aux loups qui 
consistaient en des trous sur lesquels était installé une bascule en 
planche sur quoi on disposait l’appât pour les attirer et sur laquelle 
voyageaient les charrettes. Au bout de cet espace il y avait un 
endroit appelé Ile-à-la-Prêle parce que cette herbe y poussait 
abondamment et les chevaux venaient paître surtout l’hiver, la 
prêle (queue de cheval) étant plus facile à découvrir sous la neige.  
Passé le côteau ou dos du cheval (rue Marion) le sentier arrivait au 
Maskeg (marais) et Côteau (crète) à Beaudoin. Autours du 
boulevard Provencher et les rues Archibald, Plinguet, Mission et 
Dawson marque le point terminal de la route Dawson venant près 
de 850 km de la Baie du Tonnerre, ainsi que la ligne foncière de 
l’ancienne Mission de Saint-Boniface. L’Angle du Nord-Ouest du lac 
des Bois marque le début du sentier terrestre, une distance 
d’environ 120 Km. Un voyage en charrette de la Rivière-Rouge sur 
le sentier Dawson n'était pas complet pour les brigades métisses 
qui transportaient des marchandises et  passagers le long de son 
parcours, sans un arrêt à l’archevêché et la cathédrale de Saint-
Boniface pour prier pour un voyage sûr. Les caravanes engagées 
dans la traite du pemmican avec la Compagnie de la Baie d’Hudson 
devait ensuite se rendre de l’autre côté de la Rouge,  soient vers la 
croisade de la rivière-Rouge jusqu’à Fort Garry au pied de la 
cathédrale, ou en allant vers le nord par La Remblai du Grand 
Thrône (ou Grand Tronc/Grand Trunk company) jusqu'à Fort 
Douglas (aujourd'hui Point Douglas) sur lequel un pont a été 
construit pour le chemin de fer du Canadien Pacifique.

Depuis les premiers jours de la colonie 
de la Rivière-Rouge, de nombreux noms 
de lieux traditionnels ont changé ou ont 
été perdus en raison des événements 
qui caractérisent les derniers siècles de 
la colonisation du Manitoba. Ces noms 
de lieux étaient en michif (michif-
français), langue de la nation métisse, 
dans les langues des Premières nations 
Anishinabe, Cree et Nakota, et dans la 
langue des voyageurs, coureurs de bois 
et hommes libres canadiens-français 
qui se sont installés parmi eux dans le 
Nord-Ouest. En installant des bornes le 
long du sentier, le Circuit artistique et 
patrimonial du sentier Dawson a pour 
objectif de commémorer son 150e 
anniversaire en 2021. Les histoires du 
sentier, ses lieux-dits et ses liens avec la 
résistance de la Rivière-Rouge sont 
partagées pour célébrer ce paysage 
culturel, ces langues, ces peuples et 
cette histoire inextricablement liés à la 
création du Manitoba et du Canada 
afin qu'ils ne soient jamais oubliés.    

-Circuit artistique et patrimonial du 
sentier Dawson

SENTIER DAWSON TRAIL 

DU BOIS POUR L'"ÉGLISE MÈRE DE 
L'OUEST CANADIEN« ET LA 
COLONIE

Voyagez la route Dawson. Découvrez toutes les bornes pour en 
apprendre plus. Visitez-nous, aimez et suivez-nous en ligne sur 

www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca .  

http://www.dawsontrailtreasures.ca/
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Appendix B



Province of 
Manitoba Report

Written by Heritage Consultant Harvey 
Goldberg, an employee of the Historic 
Resources Branch of the Province of 
Manitoba in 1972.



Le Métis Newspaper Announces the Opening 
of the Trail July 20, 1871



Dawson Trail, David Fritz

Special history study: The Dawson 
Trail and other Transportation 
Routes. Voyageurs National Park, 
Minnesota, 1986.



Unveiling of the Nation Historic 
Site commemorative cairn in 
Ste. Anne August 3, 1940

Winnipeg Free Press. 
August 3, 1940. “The 
Dawson Route” by 
Margaret Arnett 
MacLeod.



1st Survey by Canada in N-W was for Dawson Route, 
completed 1871



Membre anonyme de la SHSB. (1902) Chemin Dawson.
Les Cloches de Saint-Boniface, vol. 1, no 14, 15 octobre
1902. 5 pages. Histoire du chemin Dawson et son 
importance pour Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes. SHSB.

Louis Riel’s escape route in May 1870 (when the road 
was still under construction and the leg from Fort Garry 
to Ste. Anne was still known as the Chemin de Gaudet)

Red River Resistance Connection



Dawson Tried to Provide Amenities for Civilian 
Immigrants in 1871



A part of Canada’s Military History

The Manitoban. (March, 1892) Anonymous soldier’s diary later discovered to be that of Col. Wolseley himself. Volume 1 No 4, P.116.  



Westward Expansion
Masters Thesis of Bruce M. 
Littlejohn, MacMaster
University, 1962, 
Department of History, 
University of British 
Columbia



A part of Canada’s 
Highway History



Arrival of First Manitoba Mennonites via Dawson

Source: Archives of Manitoba

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/info/links/am.shtml


An important part of Treaty 3 promises

http://www3.brandonu.ca/cjns/4.2/hall.pdf
Geo. Kasias also rose to speak for Grand Oreilles, and said with great com-
posure that he was going to begin where he left off last evening -
he wanted to understand the thing thoroughly. (This being exactly what the Commissioner wanted, he brighten
ed up.) And when I am clear on that point, I'll get up from here. I would say, as Prince said, that I cannot work t
he ground with my fingers. There is also something you are using (Lake of the Woods road) for which my child
ren ought to receive compensation. From Lake of the Woods to Lac la Plaie, the Indians gave it to me in charg
e to speak about the road; but I have not yet received anything for it. Where will my children get anything to sh
elter them from the heat? They expect it from the road.

http://www3.brandonu.ca/cjns/4.2/hall.pdf
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