Minutes — Council — September 26, 2024
STANDING POLICY COMMITTEE ON
WATER WASTE AND ENVIRONMENT
MOTIONS

Minute No. 478
Moved by Councillor Mayes,
Seconded by Councillor Gilroy,

WHEREAS the Public Service estimated a cumulative total carbon tax and utility cost savings of
$9.2m by 2030, based on $50.6m in retrofit investments for city infrastructure, as identified in a
report adopted by Council on September 29, 2023,

AND WHEREAS that report provided no cost estimate for the social benefit of reducing carbon
emissions by 2,735 tonnes per year, which would be the annual reduction resulting from the
$50.6m retrofit investment;

AND WHEREAS the appendix titled ‘Route 90 Improvements Benefit-Cost Analysis Technical
Report’, included with the report adopted by Council on June 27, 2024, cites a social benefit of
$250 per tonne saved, thereby crediting the Route 90 widening with “environmental benefits”
worth $12.6m over 25 years (2,021 tonnes per year for 25 years totaling 50,537 tonnes) ;

AND WHEREAS the “social benefit” of the $50.6m in building retrofits produces 68,375 tonnes
in carbon emission savings over 25 years (2,735 x 25), worth $17.1M using the Benefit-Cost
Analysis (BCA) approach;

AND WHEREAS the retrofits wills produce 36% greater social/environmental benefit than the
Route 90 widening proposal approved by Council, at less than 1/3 of the cost ($50m vs $164m);

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the estimated $50.6 million cost of retrofit
investments, as identified in the report titled “Retrofits to Reduce Carbon Tax Payment
Obligations” adopted by Council on September 29, 2023, be referred the 2025 Budget Update
Process.
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