
Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata is a Grandmother of community service-providers with 
40+ years of experience working with families. 

We are community people helping other community people reclaim our inherent 
roles and responsibilities as Indigenous caregivers and the most important 

teachers of our children.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to present today. We know you have a comprehensive report. We’re here to provide an outline of what Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata is proposing for the site, and to answer any questions you may have.

Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre is a strength and value-based family resource organization that provides for thousands of families through more than 50 community-based programs. We provide those programs through 17 sites in Winnipeg and two rural sites in Manitoba. We welcome everyone.
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Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre has been running community programming out of the Elmwood community centre since 2020. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the community centre was dedicated to Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata’s emergency food hamper program as part of their COVID response efforts. Since 2022, Ma Mawi has been utilizing the site as a community drop-in and resource centre. Current programming includes a lunch, emergency food supports, sewing groups, parenting groups, and a family dinner program. 

Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre is working with architect Michael Robertson, who is here today, to revitalize the buildings.
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You’ll see we’re looking to truly open the Centre up to community. The new Larsen Family Care Centre will be Manitoba’s first Indigenous-led and dedicated family care centre. The site will serve the surrounding community as a drop-in space offering a range of trauma-informed and culturally relevant family resources, wrap-around support services, and programming to nurture children and families.
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This was the building earlier this week. The space to the right of this image is a large park-like space. We’re excited to develop the property and work with community to ensure they have what they need to thrive.
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Building on the heart work of the last 40 years, and the last five in this location, this initiative is a natural next step to expand our services in the Elmwood community. The Larsen care site will ensure families have access to the necessary resources and wraparound supports to help keep our families together.

We expect to impact more than 20,000 local children and families per year. They can take part in structured programs, food security and cultural activities in the renovated indoor and outdoor spaces. Plans include a playroom for children, family rooms, community kitchen, programming spaces, and an outdoor cultural space. Ma Mawi has existing funding agreements from the Province of Manitoba, and United Way of Winnipeg to cover the ongoing operating costs and the province, the federal government and the Winnipeg Foundation are all supporting the capital revitalization.
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This is my final image – the interior of the centre. It will be an active and animated space once completed – exactly what the community needs and has been asking for. This project also supports the City of Winnipeg’s work toward meaningful reconciliation.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the many folks we’ve been working with at the City of Winnipeg over the last three years for helping finalize this purchase. The property and its boundaries presented a number of challenges, and we were grateful for the City's willingness to work with us to benefit the community.

Thank you.



